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adherence of true believers, or the devotion of hero-worshippers
—a circumstance which in an age to which hero-worship of some
sort appears to be as necessary as food and drink, is painfully
significant. At no time after 1920 did a Socialist leader ever take
first place on the stage; in crisis, the Socialist party was never
called to rally to one of themselves; there were times when the
anti-Socialist Liberal Stresemann could claim much more Socialist
devotion than any of the recognized leaders, although not one of
these disciplined devotees would ever have thought of carrying
devotion so far as to vote for a Populist. Except from sections of
the rank and file, all revolutionary fervour had departed; the
parliamentary party could be trusted to oppose reactionary
legislation, to advocate in ponderous eloquence its own elaborate
but quite unrealizable programme, to defend the constitution and
the rights and privileges of the worker, and that was about all.
The red flag on the barricades was a vision as abhorrent to the
majority of official Socialists as it was to the timidest bourgeois.
The party was a party of pacifism; the word "Socialism" had
lost its power to make the flesh creep. Before 1914 German
Social Democracy had heartily despised the "Liberal" British
Labour party; by 1927 the latter could almost have returned the
compliment.
There was still revolutionary fervour, and plenty of it in
Germany, and, with the adoption of pacifism as a creed, the
official party, by setting its face against any sort of revolution,
lost one of the bases of its old strength, the enthusiast, the
protester, to the great advantage of the Communist party. As
the inevitable revolutionary party, the Communists had singu-
larly favourable conditions under which to work. Formed
originally of just those fighting elements which had survived
oppression—socialist leaders of the old fiery type, class-conscious
proletarians, ex-soldiers, ex-Freikorps men, intellectuals, veterans
of a score of little wars and miniature revolutions—it was by
1921 completely purged of "social patriots," and had become
the one real opposition party in the state. It had almost every-
thing it needed—traditions and martyrs, a flag, and a programme,
intimate connection with the revolutionary cause throughout

